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PURPOSE: To improve the generating efficiency of negative pressure as well as 
the contact start/stop characteristics, by forming the recessed and projected 
grooves on the negative pressure generating surface and in the flowing direction 
of the air, i.e.. a lubricant fluid, that is, in the direction rectangular to the 
traveling direction of a recording medium. 

CONSTITUTION: A floating head slider which uses the negative pressure contains 
a positive pressure generating surface having a taper surface or a level differ- 
ence surface at an flow-in terminal and a negative pressure generating surface 
containing a taper surface or a level difference surface that has an inclination 
contrary to the taper surface or a level difference surface of the positive pres- 
sure generating surface. Numbers of recessed and projected grooves are formed 
on the negative pressure generating surface 3a in the direction rectangular to the 
flow of the air. Thus the slider floating gaps are formed to produce a large 
amount of sucking force. The processing method, the number, the height of the 
top, etc. of the groove are decided in consideration of the form of the negative 
pressure slider and other specifications. 
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